
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 18th November, 2022 

“Mildura South Primary School acknowledges the traditional owners of the land as we choose to  

“We bring our best selves to school and love the work that we do” 

 
 

TERM  DATES – TERM 4 (Mon 4th October to Tues 20th December)  

 

TERM 4 

NOVEMBER 

Wed 23rd  Southies’ Got Talent Auditions 

Fri 25th   Gr 5 and Gr 6 Camp $100.00 Deposit Due 

Tues 29th  2023 Prep Orientation Day 

Wed 30th  Southies’ Got Talent Auditions 

 

DECEMBER 

Thurs 1st  Celebration of Learning Evening 

Fri 2nd   Gr 5 and Gr 6 Camp Notes and Final Payment to be returned 

Tues 6th  Prep Teddy Bear/Grandparents Picnic  

Thurs 8th  Grade 5 Lake Cullulleraine Camp 

Mon 12th  Grade 6 Celebration Event 

Tues 13th  2023 Prep Orientation Day and 2023 Year 7 Orientation Day 

Thurs 15th  Grade 6 Lake Cullulleraine Camp 

Tues 20th  Last day of Term 4 (2.30pm Dismissal) 
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CHILD SAFETY 

• Please use the pedestrian crossing when crossing Deakin Avenue 

• When dropping students off or picking students up in Albert Street please 

observe ONE WAY (from Deakin Avenue to the Wetlands) 

• When driving in Albert Street before and after school please travel at 20km/per 

hour 

Thank you to the families who often contact me about parking and the crossing of 

Deakin Avenue, that is dangerous and compromising the safety of our students. 

 

I regularly ask families to follow the safety rules outside of our school at drop off and 

pick up, but I am unable to enforce this action. 

 

I am very grateful to the families who express their concerns to Mildura Rural City 

Council or the Mildura Police.  None of us would be able to accept any student being 

hurt due to our inability to follow safety rules. 

 

Could I please ask that if you do see dangerous behaviour that you continue to report 

this to the following: 

Mildura Rural City Council:  5018 8100 

Mildura Police:  5018 5300 

Together we will keep our students safe 

 

Social Media 

Mildura South Primary School live by the values of Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Courage 

and Kindness. 

 

I would like to thank our families who monitor their children’s use of social media, ensuring 

that our school community is not misrepresented with inappropriate material.  There are 

social media sites using our name and emblem without permission and mispresenting the 

values that we live by each day. 

The only social media site Mildura South Primary use to communicate with our families are 

the school Facebook page and Instagram.  

 

Any other form of social media do not have our permission to post photos or 

information. 

Thank you for your support in keeping our students safe in the IT world 
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Principal’s News 

Mildura South Primary acknowledges the traditional owners of the 

land as we choose to bring our best selves to school and love the work 

that we do. 

 

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH – NOVEMBER 2022 

The Aussie of the Month for November is Mia Yetman.  Mia always walks through the door with a smile on 

her face.  She always looks for ways to help her fellow Grade 2 classmates and teachers.  Mia’s strength of 

Kindness oozes throughout her personality.  Her sense of Leadership and Courage shines brightly every 

day.  Mia uses her strengths to get help for herself and others.  Congratulations Mia! 

 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES 

Please feel welcome to join us each Monday at 2.40pm.  For those who are unable to attend we will 

continue to WebEx the event so all can be included. 

 

HATS 

As a Sun Smart School, we ask all students to wear a hat in Term 4.  Please ensure your child has a broad 

brimmed hat to wear when outside.  Thank you. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 

We continue to take enrolments for 2023 Prep Students  

If any of our families have Preps starting next year, please contact the office for an enrolment form.  If you 

know families that live in our neighbourhood and they have a Prep for 2023, please encourage them to 

make contact with the school. 

 

2023 PREP TRANSITION DAYS 

Tuesday November 29 – 10.00am -12.00pm 

Tuesday December 13 – 10.00am -12.00pm 

 

PREP TO FOUNDATION 

Beginning 2023 the Prep area will be referred to as Foundation.  This is the formal language of the 

Department of Education. 
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2023 CLASSROOM TEACHERS 

Foundation      Grade 1 

Tara Helms      Tate Belej  

Kate Harris      Phoebe Bray 

Chloe McCully      Sandra Purdue 

Imogen Martin     Shae Phillips 

 

Grade 2      Grade 3/4 

Holly Siladi      Melissa Monaghan 

Lisa Hayes      Kate Pettit 

Ethan Tonkin      Brooke Hammond 

       Jemma Wake 

Natalia Radloff 

 

Grade 5/6      Literacy Specialist 

Brooke Kingsley     Nicki Rivett 

Jess Jackson 

Joan Lord      Wellbeing Leading Teacher 

Luke Jackson      Lydia Sinclair 

Abbey Carpenter 

 

Specialists 

Performing Arts      Cassandra Bicker  

Visual Arts      Sam Tregeagle 

Physical Education     Robert Kennedy 

STEM       Rowena Humphris 

Italian       Sevda Tukel 

Outdoor Education     Dean Pettit 
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TRANSITION INTO 2023 

We have begun the process of students moving into their grades for 2023, meeting their new teachers and 

getting to know their peers.  This is a process where staff are working with families to ensure the students 

are in the best learning environment to flourish. 

 

THE RETURN OF SOUTHIES’ GOT TALENT 

We are excited about the return of Southies’ Got Talent, brought to you by The Junior School Council.  
 
This is an opportunity for our students to practice Teamwork, Creativity, Courage and many other 
strengths and perform their talents!   The panel of judges will be made up of both teachers and students.  
 
Everyone is encouraged to come and audition and be a part of the fun!! 
 
DATES: 
 
Wednesday 23rd November Auditions - Students will be called upon to audition at the stage. 
 
Wednesday 30th Grand Final Performance – The performers who receive the highest votes from auditions 
in previous weeks will be given an opportunity to perform once more to decide a winner. 
 
Monday 5th of December – Winning performance will perform at assembly. 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING 

 
We will be celebrating the students’ successful year of 2022 on December 1, 2023.  Families are invited to 
come along and visit their children’s classrooms, say ‘Hi’ to the teacher, then head outside for a short choir 
and band presentation. 

From 3.30pm-4.30pm, classrooms will be open for families to come and see what their children have done 
over the year. 

From 4.30pm-5.00pm, there will be a choir and band performance on the Performing Arts Room stage. 

Sausages, drinks and ice-creams will be available to purchase. 

We hope to see you all there! 
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CHARACTER STRENGTHS 

Social Intelligence 

Being aware of the motives/feelings of others and oneself; knowing what to do to fit into different social 
situations; knowing what makes other people tick. 

How students might connect with this strength 

• I am able to understand how my friends are feeling 

• I can fit in with lots of different people and play situations 

• I have a good understanding of my emotions 

(Lea Waters AM, PhD 2019) 

What Went Well (WWW) 

Purpose:  Uncover the things over the past week that went well – like moments of closeness or happiness, 
getting through a hard day, achieving your goal, using your strength. 

How does this help your wellbeing:  Focusing on success in the past helps you to make concrete decisions 
about how to keep things going smoothly in the future. 

Step 1:  As a family, think back over the last week and identify 5 positive moments that you’ve 
experienced.   

Step 2:  Make an action plan to ensure there are more of these moments moving forward. 

• What actions can you take to have more of these positive moments as a family? 

(Lea Waters AM, PhD 2020) 
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THE ART OF GOOD CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

by Lucy Snowball 

 
Conversations can be challenging with every age group, young and old, and for so many different reasons. 
With children and teens, just getting the conversation going can be the biggest challenge. How many times 
have you said, “How was your day?” only to be told “Good” or asked them what they did today only to be 
told “Not much”! So where to start? 

8 tips for turning chit-chat in to richer conversation 

1. Don’t wait for young people to ask questions or reach out.  Raise discussions yourself. 

2. Be open about your own experiences.  In doing so, children are more likely to be open and honest. 

3. Choose your timing – preferably when you are naturally together anyway in a relaxed setting, 
rather than setting up a stressful, anxiety provoking meeting.  Side by side chats work well (e.g. 
while driving, walking, doing an activity together like a chore or jigsaw). 

4. Be calm, prepared and genuinely ready to give your time and attention. 

5. Listen in a non-judgmental and curious way.  Ask, don’t assume!  Remember that this is a chance 
for the speaker to talk through their feelings, not for you to fix their problems. 

6. Acknowledge and validate their feelings.  Don’t minimize their concerns or fears.  Whilst they may 
seem trivial to you, they are real for your child and part of their current experience.  Try to 
understand the importance of what is going on, and the impact for them. Reassure them that 
whatever they are feeling is okay. 

7. Leading relationship research tells us that ‘understanding must precede advice’.  Premature 
problem solving tends to shut people down.  Solution finding should only begin once you feel you 
understand what your teen is going through, and your teen feels understood. 

8. Remember that you do not need to have all of the answers.  Ask young people questions like ‘what 
do you need?’, ‘what do you think would help?’, ‘how can I support you better?’, ‘what would make 
this easier for you?’.  Then together you can come up with an action plan. 

 

How to be a good listener 

Great conversation requires great listening. Listening well reduces misunderstanding, eliminates conflict 
and allows us to understand the other person’s perspective. 

Listening is the key to empathy. 

• Feeling heard is very validating for young people and it helps to increase their self-esteem, 
confidence and independence. It also improves relationships and communication skills. So how can 
we do it well with young people of all ages? 

• Be present, make eye contact and remove distractions – don’t be half in half out. 
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• Listen with the opportunity to learn, not respond. 
• Play the same role for your child as a trampoline does – to bounce ideas off, amplify, energise and 

clarify, provide support. 
• Be comfortable in silence – you don’t need to respond immediately; holding space and silence for 

someone; share insights. 
• Have a beige face – neutral, not reacting, remain calm and listen. 
• Remain curious throughout. 

Becoming an active listener to further improve conversation 

Active listening has 3 steps. 

Hearing 

What did you think you were told? 

Understanding 

What does this mean to you? 

Assessing 

Does the statement make sense to you? 

Active listening includes: 

• Non-verbal responses – eye contact, nodding, posture 
• Encouragers – mmm, yes, right, okay, uh-huh 
• Reflection of content and feelings – stating back events or emotions 
• Matching young people’s language/terms – when appropriate 
• Summarising – brief replay of what was said 
• Noticing what is missing – gaps, conflicting information, hidden meanings 

Finally, here are some effective responses to keep the conversation going while listening actively 

• Could you tell me more about that? 
• What happened next? 
• That must have hurt/felt …. 
• How have you handled things like this before? 
• I can see this is really troubling you. 
• You feel (emotion) because of (situation)? 
• Could you repeat that? I want to really understand. 
• I like how you said …… 
• What options might we have in this situation? 
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Good conversation with young people comes down to time – creating the time and space and then using 
that time wisely, perhaps by using the tips above. The art of good conversation teaches us all to build great 
communication skills, skills that improve our quality of life enabling us to express ourselves clearly and 
confidently through every aspect of our life. 
 
Marie-Therese Milani 
Principal 

 

ART NEWS FROM MRS. TREGEAGLE 

Congratulations to the following students who had their artwork displayed at the Mildura Show. We are 

very proud of you all. 

Prep 

 
Jax Daly 
Aveie Garraway 
Ruby Yetman 
Adelle Nichols 
Hudson Pinnington 
Maycee Adams (2nd) 
Ruby Yetman (1st) 
Estelle Pettit (4th)  

 

Grade 1 

 
Archer Humphris 
Christian Ioga 
Tex Hilder 
Charlie Bowan 
Remi Southwell 
Gurveer Singh 
Zoe McEwan 
Alfie Norton (1st) 
Charlie Bowan 
Muhammad Mahmud 
Rocco Mammone 
Vaida Wilson 
Gurveer Singh 
Gemma Walter (2nd) 
Zoha Ahmer 
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Grade 2 

 
Tare Taikakara 
Ava Vo 
Jax Riggs-Brindal 
Charli Wiessemann 
Delilah Cameron 
Cole Devey-Packer 
Mia Yetman (3rd) 
Adrienne Spooner-Bitmead 
Gabriel Williams 
Jaxon Worrell 
Summer Stewart (3rd) 
Airlie Moylan 
Sahar Zahidi  
Sahira Khan (2nd) 
Tare Taikakara 
Lylah Trigg-Van Roy 
Ethan Walker 
Lucas Akkermans 
Rayne Singla 
Emily Dolan 
Ava Hocking 
Sanimer Kaur 
Lily Hayes 
Phoenix Pretty 
  

 

Grade 3 

 
Millie Russell 
Ellie Coverdale 
Emma Stephens 
Dakota Babington (2nd) 
Umul Banien Zahidi 
Vada Murnane 
Lisian Henry (2nd) 
Natasa Siladi 
Emiko Gardner 
Isla Jackson 
Remi Holland-Monsen 
Audrina Pupou 
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Grade 4 

 
Vera Clarke (3rd) 
Macey Ridgwell 
Fatma Helmy 
Brayden Hand 
Kobie Walters 
Amaya Serojales 
Olivia Briggs-Brindal (4th) 
Charlee Barrott (4th) 
Nevayah Fisher 
Jett Chillingsworth (3rd) 
Harvey Belej 
Caleb Perry 
Xavier Murphy 
Kirah Fox 
  

 

Grade 5 

 
Leni Hester 
Olivia Kent 
Sharlie Stewart 
Eve Spanos 
Harper Scherger 
Lee Mendoza 
Judd Russell 
Chad Babington 
Logan Halovic 
Fletcher White 
Avery White 
Bella Probert 
Ryan Sinclair 
Jaylan Scott (2nd) 
Cody Wilson 
Jaxon Hardie 
 

 

Grade 6 

 
Milla Williams 
Payton Hand 
Aaron Davy-Watts 
Dante Berry 
Harley Akerley 
Evie Atkinson (3rd) 
Lexie Monaghan 
Katana Mathews 
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Kamika Fell 
Lanie Nelson 
Emmanique McVeigh 
Nicola Whitney 
Lanie Nelson 
Ava Almond 
Shaella Serojales 
Kyung Woo Kim 
Max MciVer (2nd) 
Eille Glare 
Riley Ridgwell 
Charlie Mills 
Aveena Jeyakanthan 
Sophia Mazanares 
Mitchell Watson 
Mikayla Potts 
Phoebe Englefield (3rd)  

 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

Vacation Care: 

The Vacation Care Plan and Booking Forms were emailed to MSPS families today.   

MSPS families have a one week headstart to book in before the remainder of the 

community.   Please take advantage of this opportunity to avoid missing out as places 

are limited.  If you would like to be on our mailing list please email us at: 

Oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Before/After School Care: We have places available each school day – please let us know if you would like 

to book in on any day. Bookings can either be casual or permanent.  

Fees: All OSHC fees are to be paid regularly and kept up to date to maintain your booking.  Payments can 

be paid either weekly or fortnightly by cash, Eftpos or over the phone with Credit Card.  Alternatively, you 

may set up a regular ongoing credit card payment. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS ENROLLED AT OSHC AND IS GOING TO BE ABSENT PLEASE LET KYLIE KNOW BY EMAIL 

OR MESSAGE THE OSHC MOBILE ON 0408 232 143.  

Contact details: Email address: oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 5023 2148 (option 3)  

Mobile: 0408 232 143 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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ITALIAN WORD OF THE WEEK 
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CELEBRATION OF STRENGTHS 

 

PH     Mason Prowse 

PK      Charlie Nunn 

PR      Athena Kim 

1C      Illiah-Marie Blair 

1H      Muhammad Mahmd 

1S       Tex Hilder 

2B      Lily Lynch 

2R      Grace Stowe 

2T      Arianna Vanek 

 

 

 

3/4B    T’Sharni Zielonka 

3/4M   Fatma Helmy 

3/4P    Luisa Filimoehala 

3/4S    William Dickson 

3/4W  Archie Simm 

5/6B   Cody Wilsno 

5/6J    Emilie Kingsley 

5/6K   Nicola Whitney 

5/6L    Olivia Hibbard 

5/6P    Henry Avery 

  

 
Art 
2B 

 
Italian 

Jake Ferry 
  

Sport 
Bianca Carusella  5/6K 

 
Performing Arts 

Tyler Worrell  3/4M 
Zadie Southwell  3/4P 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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