
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd September, 2022 Newsletter No. 26 

“Mildura South Primary School acknowledges the traditional owners of the land as we choose to  

bring our best selves to school and love the work that we do” 

 
**ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO COVID GUIDELINES PERMITTING** 

 
TERM  DATES – TERM 3 (Mon 11th July to Friday 16th September)  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 1st   Mini Olympics 

Mon 5th  Prep Play Afternoon - 4.00pm to 4.30pm 

Wed 7th  STUDENT FREE DAY – Professional Practice Day for Staff  

Fri 9th   Hot Dog Order forms due back to school 

Wed 14th   Hot Dog Day 
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CHILD SAFETY 

• Please use the pedestrian crossing when crossing Deakin Avenue 

• When dropping students off or picking students up in Albert Street please 

observe ONE WAY (from Deakin Avenue to the Wetlands) 

• When driving in Albert Street before and after school please travel at 20km/per 

hour 

Thank you to the families who often contact me about parking and the crossing of 

Deakin Avenue, that is dangerous and compromising the safety of our students. 

 

I regularly ask families to follow the safety rules outside of our school at drop off and 

pick up, but I am unable to enforce this action. 

 

I am very grateful to the families who express their concerns to Mildura Rural City 

Council or the Mildura Police.  None of us would be able to accept any student being 

hurt due to our inability to follow safety rules. 

 

Could I please ask that if you do see dangerous behaviour that you continue to report 

this to the following: 

Mildura Rural City Council:  5018 8100 

Mildura Police:  5018 5300 

Together we will keep our students safe 

 

Social Media 

Mildura South Primary School live by the values of Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Courage 

and Kindness. 

 

I would like to thank our families who monitor their children’s use of social media, ensuring 

that our school community is not misrepresented with inappropriate material.  There are 

social media sites using our name and emblem without permission and mispresenting the 

values that we live by each day. 

The only social media site Mildura South Primary use to communicate with our families are 

the school Facebook page and Instagram.  

 

Any other form of social media do not have our permission to post photos or 

information. 

 

Thank you for your support in keeping our students safe in the IT world 
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Principal’s News 

Mildura South Primary acknowledges the traditional owners of the 

land as we choose to bring our best selves to school and love the work 

that we do. 

 

Happy Fathers’ Day to all of our Dads this Sunday 

 

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH - August 
 
 

Congratulations to Mackenzie Martin-Hopkins on receiving the Aussie of the Month award for this month. 

Mackenzie uses his strength of Kindness everyday both inside and outside the classroom. He is a shining 

light that spreads happiness to everyone around him. Mackenzie always thinks about how he can help 

other people and never expects anything in return. He has the kindest heart. 

Mackenzie uses Integrity and initiative to help solve problems and improve our school. He sees what needs 

to be done and does it without being asked. Mackenzie is a quiet achiever and never seeks recognition or 

reward. He is a great friend that includes everyone and brings out the best in people. 

Mackenzie has a growth mindset towards everything he does and uses Hope to see the positive in any 

challenging situation. Our school is a better place because of Mackenzie! 

 

HOT DOG DAY 

The leaders of the school will be helping Parent Club to run a Hot Dog Day on Wednesday September 14.  

Order forms have been sent home.  Please fill them out and return them to school by Friday September 9. 

 

PREP PLAY AFTERNOONS 

 
We will be welcoming our enrolled 2023 Prep students to have a play in our Prep rooms.  Families who 
would like to stay and chat with Mrs Milani are welcome. 
 
Our first play afternoon was interrupted by a hail storm but we are looking forward to welcoming everyone 
on Monday September 5 from  4.00pm to 4.30pm. 
 

 

MINI OLYMPICS 
 
Congratulations to our students who represented our school in the Mini Olympics yesterday.  We are very 
proud of the way you all did your best and showed outstanding teamwork and integrity. 
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WEARING OF FACE MASKS 

 
Students will be encouraged to wear face masks and face masks will be provided if requested.  This is not 
mandated, it is advised.    Thank you for your co-operation, understanding and support in this matter.   

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY 

 
On Wednesday September 7, students will not be required to attend school.  Staff will be carrying out First 
Aide Training. 

After Hours Care will be available to support families. 

THANK YOU  

 
The School would like to thank the following local businesses for their very kind donation of goods for the 
Fathers Day Raffle: 
 
Total Tools Mildura, Mildura Optical, Sunraysia Petroleum and Seaway Intermodal Merbein 
 

In praise of fathers: the place of the modern dad 
by Michael Grose 

 
 

Fatherhood has been transformed from the breadwinner and disciplinarian role of the past to a far more 
complex framework. Here’s how: 

Diversity rules 
A look at different cultures even within our shores shows there’s no one ‘right way’ to be a dad. Fathers 
have a strong biological urge to ensure their children’s survival, which drives dads to be protective, some 
to have high expectations and others to promote self-sufficiency. Fathers may differ in how they parent, 
but ultimately, we all belong to the same valued club. Fathers almost universally want what’s best for their 
child. 
 
Recognising dads 
Being a dad is not given the same attention as motherhood. The parenting advice industry is often skewed 
toward mothers as the direct or primary carers. The lack of recognition can also at times be seen in the 
mental health field. It’s now recognised that men experience heightened anxiety at all stages of 
fatherhood, however, most simply suffer in silence because ‘that’s what men do.’ The recent advances in 
mental health promotion still have some way to go when it comes to fathers. 
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Playtime is crucial 
Fathers have long been seen as the kings of play. Science now shows that play is a critical part of the 
fathering toolkit. Whether it’s engaging in rough and tumble play with toddlers, sharing pizza night with 
primary-school children or laughing with teens over the latest cat video, dads bond best with their children 
through play. Oxytocin, the bonding chemical that promotes strong relationships is released most intensely 
for men when playing with children. On the other hand, oxytocin spikes for women are prompted by 
affectionate activities such as stroking, cuddling and talking softly to children. Activity is at the heart of 
effective fathering as it’s through play that many men do their best fathering work. 

Part of team parent 
‘I wish my partner raised children like me’ is a common parent comment. While usually uttered out of 
sheer frustration this comment misses the point that evolution dislikes duplication. Put simply, if one 
parent is the disciplinarian the family doesn’t need another. Better for the other parent to focus on 
nurturing, teaching or arranging daily timetables. In busy families it’s better to ensure all the parenting 
bases are covered rather than duplicating roles and leaving out important functions. Working together as 
one part of a team will ensure that most of the needs of a child are met. Alternatively, if you are parenting 
a child on your own stay connected with other families and reach out for assistance when required. 

The school of dad 
Traditionally, fathers have been heavily linked with children’s learning, but not necessarily of an academic 
kind. The reinforcement of values, real-world problem-solving and teaching for self-sufficiency have been 
the usual domain of dads. Recent studies show that dads can also positively impact their children’s 
academic achievement, but in different ways to mothers. While mothers are more likely to be involved in 
at home learning activities such as hearing children read and supervising homework, fathers are more 
likely to positively impact their children’s attitude to learning. According to American educational 
researcher William Jeynes, dads focus more (than mothers) on moulding and modelling correct mindsets 
and behaviours, which provide the foundation upon which children and teens can build their academic 
journeys. It’s this bigger picture focus where fathers can do their best work, particularly changing boys’ 
attitudes to women and giving their daughters the confidence to stand up and be heard. 
 
Dads and children’s development 
If a father wants to positively influence children and teenagers, it’s important to ensure that their 
relationship is warm and supportive. While this may be at odds with men’s natural tendency to push 
children’s developmental boundaries, fathers can lean on their well defined ability to relate to their 
children through play. As Australian educational leader Dr. Tim Hawkes noted in his book “Ten 
conversations you should have with your son” dads who engage in banter and fun are better placed to 
discuss issues of real substance with their children. 

Dads and resilience 
Fathers who promote children’s self-sufficiency are well placed to develop resilience in their children. In 
fact, a key role for modern fathers is to ensure, as part of team parent, that their children can confront and 
overcome the hardships, frustrations and difficulties that life throws at them. This is done less by adopting 
tough, hard-nosed tactics, and instead allowing children to take physical and emotional risks in the 
knowledge that they can return to a warm and secure base. 
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Dad is a social role 
With children growing up in step, adoptive, single parent and same sex families, fatherhood has become 
less a biological and more a social role. As society changes and assisted parenting techniques continue to 
advance, whoever answers to father takes on importance in a child’s life. This is not denying the rights of a 
biological father, but rather acknowledges that for many children the person who shows up whether 
stepfather, relative or family friend, or even a single parent doing both roles, is the social father for a child. 

In closing 
As society changes the role of fathers is also shifting as well. While the place of a father in a child’s life has 
always been important, there’s never been a greater need for fathers to be supported in their role and to 
widen our view of what it is to be a dad. 
 
 
Marie-Therese Milani 
Principal 
 
 

MINI OLYMPICS RESULTS 

Allyrah Stageman  2nd Hurdles 

Fletcher White  2nd Hurdles 

Jett Chillingsworth  2nd Triple Jump 

Judd Russell   3rd 1500m 

Evie Atkinson   2nd Shot Put 

Rhett Wescombe  3rd Shot Put and 1st Discus 

Caedan Johns   3rd Shot Put 

Ben Skipsey   1st High Jump 

Oscar Bitmead  1st100m and 1st 200m (record) 

Harper Scherger  2nd 100m and 1st 200m 

Elissa Humphris  3rd 800m 

Makenzie Crump  3rd Triple Jump and 3rd 800m 

Layla Adams   1st 1500m 

Levi Tumanavo  1st 100m and 3rd Long Jump 

Olivia Kent   3rd Long Jump 

Indigo Hillas   2nd Discus 

9/10yo Boys Relay   2nd 

11yo Boys Relay -1st 
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OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

Vacation Care is now fully booked for the September school holidays and will not be taking any more 

bookings. 

Before/After School Care: We have places available each school day – please let us know if you would like 

to book in on any day. Bookings can either be casual or permanent.  

A Pupil Free Day has  been scheduled for Wednesday 7th September. The OSHC program will be available 

from 8am until 6pm – please contact the OSHC office to make a booking. Bookings are essential as only 

limited places are available. 

Fees: All OSHC fees are to be paid regularly and kept up to date to maintain your booking.  Payments can 

be paid either weekly or fortnightly by cash, Eftpos or over the phone with Credit Card.  Alternatively, you 

may set up a regular ongoing credit card payment. 

Contact details: Email address: oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 5023 2148 (option 3)  

Mobile: 0408 232 143 

 

2022 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The 

Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education 

and Training that is conducted amongst all parents (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is 

designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 

behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future 

school planning and improvement strategies.  

 
All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, 

the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 15th August to Friday 16rd 

September. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 

within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 

available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), 

Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

To complete the survey, simply: 

1.  Click on the link below, or copy and paste the text into your browser.  This will take you  directly to the survey. 

https://www.orima.com.au/parent 

 

2.  Select the school and Campus name below: 

Mildura South Primary School 

Enter the school pin below: 

School Pin:   405086 

mailto:oshc.mildura.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.orima.com.au/parent
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CELEBRATION OF STRENGTHS 

 

PH      Gabriel Tawfik 

PK      Maddy McKenzie 

PR       Sethika Somasiri 

1C    Hunter Wallace   

1H     Asha Vo 

1S      Tessa Wightman  

2B      Pippa Williams 

2R       Mia Yetman 

2T      Cooper Minter 

 

 

 

3/4B    Xavier Robertson-Grosse 

3/4M    James Hammond 

3/4P    Umul Zahidi 

3/4S     Elle Coverdale 

3/4W  Essa Haidari 

5/6B     Kenzie Stevens 

5/6J     Layla Adams 

5/6K    Emmanique McVeigh                                                       

5/6L     Tazzy Grennan 

5/6P     Bailey Shipcott 

 

 

 

Art 
Dallas Hand   3/4P 

 
Italian  

Sabina Siladi  1H 
 

Sport 
Nicola Whitney   5/6K 

 
Performing Arts 

Arleo Grant    Prep R 
Bianca Carusella  5/6K 
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ITALIAN WORD OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

SINGING LESSONS 

Fiona Beyer will now be providing singing lessons for students at Mildura South Primary School.   If your 

child is interested in singing lessons you can contact Fiona direct on 0407 876 874 or email 

fionatassone@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fionatassone@hotmail.com
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