
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 1st April, 2022 Newsletter No. 9 

 

“Mildura South Primary School acknowledges the traditional owners of the land as we choose to bring 

our best selves to school and love the work that we do” 

 

 

 

 

 
**ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO COVID GUIDELINES PERMITTING** 

 
TERM  DATES (Mon 31st Jan to Fri 8th April) 

TERM 1  

  

March 

Mon 28th 

 – Fri 1st April  Grade 3/4 Swimming  

Wed 30th Boys Cricket Division Finals 

Thurs 31st Girls Cricket Division Finals 

 

April 

Mon 4th  Hot Dog Day 

Thur 7th  Last Day to return Easter Raffle Tickets  

Fri 8th  Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm Finish 

Mon 25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday  

Tues 26th  Term 2 Begins  
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CHILD SAFETY 

 Please use the pedestrian crossing when crossing Deakin Avenue 

 When dropping students off or picking students up in Albert Street 

please observe ONE WAY (from Deakin Avenue to the Wetlands) 

 When driving in Albert Street before and after school please travel 

at 20km/per hour 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US IN KEEPING OUR STUDENTS SAFE 

 

Principal’s News 

Mildura South Primary acknowledges the traditional owners of the land as we choose to 

bring our best selves to school and love the work that we do. 

 

END OF TERM – Friday April 8th Early Dismissal at 2.30pm 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff, students, and all our families for the support and trust we gave 
shared in a challenging and successful term.  Everybody has worked very hard and truly ‘brought their best selves to 
school, continuing to love what they do each day’. 
 

PERMA DAY 

As Friday 8th April is the last day of term, we will have a PERMA Day. As a Positive Education School students and 

staff are encouraged to wear bright colours and the day will be spent celebrating strengths and taking the time to 

reflect upon our gratitude. 

SCHOOL CROSSING   Child Safety 

We continue to have the ongoing concern of adults and children not using the School Crossing when crossing Deakin 

Avenue.   

The mandated Child Safety Standards require that all members of our school community use the School Crossing to 

ensure that all of our students arrive safely to school and leave safely from school. 

You may think that because you are with your child crossing Deakin Avenue outside of the School Crossing that you 

can ensure their safety – this is not the case.  If a Parent chooses to cross Deakin Avenue without using the School 

Crossing, they are teaching their children unsafe behaviours and modelling this unsafe behaviour for other students 

who may follow. 

I would like to thank each of you who do use the School Crossing correctly as you help me not only keep your 

children safe but all the children who attend Mildura South Primary. 

If I observe any adult not using the School Crossing, I am obliged to speak to that person and support that person in 

adhering to our Child Safety Standards and use the School Crossing. 

Thank you 
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SCHOOL CAR PARK     Child Safety 

Thank you to the families that continue to use the front gates (Mungo and Kulkyne) at the beginning and end of the 

day.   

There are some people choosing to use the staff car park as a quick entry and exit and I am asking those people to 

take the time to please use the front gates to ensure the safety of all.  Thank you. 

HOT DOG DAY - MONDAY APRIL 4TH   
 

The Junior School Council is holding another Hot Dog Day! This first fundraiser for the year will help improve 

our garden area and upgrade it to an Australian native garden, making it more visually appealing. 

 

The Hot Dog Day will be held on Monday  April 4th. 

 

Mildura South Primary School thanks Woolworths for their generous donation for the day. 

ANZAC DAY 

ANZAC Day will be taking place on Monday April 25.  This is the first Monday of Term 2, and it will be a public 

holiday.   

Mr Milani and myself will be at the dawn service (approximately 6am) and at the 11.00 o’clock service at Henderson 

Park, located on the corner of Deakin Avenue and 13th Street. 

We are hoping to be joined by our student leaders who will be laying a wreath at the 11.00 o’clock service on behalf 

of our school community.  Mr Milani will be organising this with the students and sending out notes.   

Please feel welcome to join Mr Milani and myself at either or both of these services on Monday April 25. 

On Tuesday April 26 there will be a service held at 9.30am at our school memorial, facilitated by our student leaders.  

Students in Grades Prep-4 will be participating in the service via WebEx in their classrooms. 

A WebEx link will be sent out to families before the end of term, so that you have the opportunity to join us - ‘lest 

we forget’. 

NAPLAN 2022 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9.    
 
NAPLAN is a nationwide measure through which parents, teachers, schools, education authorities, governments and 
the broader community can determine whether or not young Australians are developing the literacy and numeracy 
skills that provide the critical foundation for other learning and for their productive and rewarding participation in 
the community. 

NAPLAN results allow parents/carers and educators to see how students are progressing in literacy and numeracy 
over time – individually, as part of their school community, and against national standards.  

The assessments are undertaken nationwide in 2022, between May 10 and May 20. Week 1 of Term 2 is planned for 
an Online NAPLAN practise.  

NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of: 

 Writing 

 Reading 
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 Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

 Numeracy 

Families can access the Naplan Demonstration Site by clicking the link -  

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 

Select a year level and a sample test to look at and allow students some practise. 

 

 

Please see below the Naplan Schedule r next term 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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SCHOOL ASSEMBLY  
Our School Assembly takes place every Monday at 2.40pm as a WebEx Event.  The Grade 6 students will continue to 

lead the School Assembly each week.  A link for our School Assembly will be posted on Compass each week for you 

to access. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES  

The school is supported by Cowards Cake to supply lunches for students on Wednesdays and Fridays.  Orders are 

required to be submitted on the Flexischools App by 2pm the day before the lunch order. 

School Operation Guidelines for Covid 19 

In order to keep our students, staff and families well and limit the spread of the Covid 19 virus, the following 

procedures will be in place at Mildura South Primary School for Term 1. 

The school will notify the school community of positive Covid 19 cases using Compass as a communication tool.  Year 

level and last day of attendance will be communicated.  No names will be identified. 

Please make sure that you can access Compass as our main form of communication.   

If your child is unwell, please keep them home. 

Any child presenting at school with Covid 19 symptoms will be isolated and sent home immediately. 

 Parents are asked to only be on school grounds when necessary. 

 Parents must be double vaccinated to be inside school buildings. 

 Students will enter and exit school grounds through their House Gate. 

 Students who arrive before 8.45am will enter the school through the front gate, where Principal Class staff 

will be supervising. 

 Students in Grades Prep, One and Two, along with their older siblings will finish school at 3.15pm. 

 Students in Grades 3 – 6 will finish school at 3.30pm. 

 

 

Growing up is not straight-forward 
by Michael Grose 

 
The pandemic has delivered change and upheaval to families on an enormous scale. However, upheaval is not new 
for some children, particularly those who’ve experienced illness, a loss of a loved one or who’ve moved home and 
changed schools. Each change requires acceptance, adjustment and an attitude realignment to help them fit the new 
circumstances. Every change is an opportunity for a child to grow and develop, if they are supported, and they’re not 
overwhelmed by the experience. 

The twists and turns of development 

A child’s pathway to adulthood, and the accompanying journey of their parents, is generally viewed as linear. 
Growing up is seen as a straightforward march from infancy, early childhood, childhood, adolescence, post-
adolescence to adulthood. If COVID has taught us anything it’s that a child’s journey is full of twists and turns. 

While your child has a developmental clock that keeps ticking over, it’s their experiences that determine their 
maturity and their ability to reach fully-fledged adulthood with the resilience, grit and adaptability needed to thrive. 
These experiences that develop maturity and coping capacities fit into two broad areas – challenging experiences 
and positive experiences. 
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Challenging Experiences 

The challenging experiences that a child encounters enable them to build their coping capacities and develop their 
emotional resources that contribute to their maturity. These challenges include: 

Conflict 

Disagreements, arguments and rivalry is part of growing up. Whether it’s a dispute with siblings or a fallout with a 
friend, negotiating conflict is a developmental task. 

Rejection 

Rejection by a friend or group is hurtful and feels horrible, but it also builds a level of social smarts and judgement 
necessary for navigating relationships in later life. 

Loss 

This takes many forms including a friend moving away, the death of a pet or the passing of a family member. Loss is 
the cause of sadness, grief and heartbreak that can feel overwhelming. However, with time and support children 
learn to cope and get on with their lives. 

Disappointment 

Losing a game, not being picked for a team, not receiving a gift they wanted are unpleasant but character-building 
experiences that help children develop perhaps the most treasured resilience capability of them all – acceptance. 

Failure 

Mistakes are seen in three ways. They are activities to be avoided, signs of failure, or opportunities for further 
learning. Resilient learners know that mistakes, even initial failures, are part of every learning process so the risk of 
failure doesn’t hold them back. Children and young people grow from these experiences as coping and recovery 
generally build character, confidence and resilience. 

Positive experiences 

Though children and young people will inevitably experience challenging experiences, positive experiences help to 
balance the experience ledger by building a child’s identity, wellbeing and emotional collateral. 

Love 

Knowing that a child is loved and loveable is at the core of their self-worth. Self-esteem and identity built in 
adolescence needs a solid foundation of self-worth. 

Friendship 

Making and keeping friends is an essential life task linked to many aspects of happiness and wellbeing. 

Contribution 

The ability to belong to groups through contribution fulfils a basic need. It allows children to experience real 
gratitude and feel needed, which builds self-esteem. 
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Excitement 

Fun, joy, excitement! Any activity that shifts a child’s emotion from unpleasant, low energy to pleasant and high 
energy is a good thing. 

Play 

Involvement in enjoyable activities such as hobbies, interests, sports, music, games, creative and performance arts 
are central to healthy wellbeing. Activities that are fun, freely chosen and create flow (the ability to lose track of 
time) fit the criteria of play. 

In closing 

A child’s age and related milestones is a recognised marker of their development. However, their life experiences, as 
much as the number of birthdays they’ve had, contribute to their maturity, resilience and readiness for the wider 
world. 
 

Marie-Therese Milani 

Principal 

 

 

ITALIAN WORD OF THE WEEK 
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Tickets will be sent home with children today for our  

Annual Easter Raffle.  

Please return tickets along with money no later than Thursday 7th April. 

Winners will be drawn first thing 

Friday morning. 

Good Luck!! 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF STRENGTHS 

 

PH     Isabella Berry  

PK     Hudson Pinnington  

PR     Eywa Tan  

1C     Boston Rosebottom  

1H    Ruby Lush  

1S    Tessa Wightman 

2B    Sanimer Kaur 

2R    Grace Stowe 

2T    Joaquin Munez 

 

 

 

 

3/4B     Jaxon Jones 

3/4M    Talei Veiqaravi  

3/4P     Dakota Babington  

3/4S    Audrina Tupou 

3/4W  Levi Tumanuvao 

5/6B    Declan Osborne  

5/6J     Harper Scherger  

5/6K    Nicola Whitney  

5/6L     Katana Mathews  

5/6P     Henry Avery 

 

 

 

Art 
Class Prep H  

 
Italian 

Theodore Frankcombe 
 

Sport 
Rhett Wescombe 

 
Performing Arts 

Ezra Blight  
 

STEM 
Georgia Morris  
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OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE  

 

The Out of school hours care program (OSHC) operates from the school gymnasium with three programs 
available, as listed below.  The OSHC staff are qualified in Early Childhood Education or working towards an 
approved qualification as well being trained in First Aid, asthma and anaphylaxis.  Children attending the 
program require a hat for outdoor play (a spare hat from home which can be left at the service for 
convenience).  All families using the service are required to complete a 2022 OSHC enrolment form.  These 
forms can be found on the school website or can be collected from the OSHC office in the gym.  Children 
are to be signed in and out of the program using the OSHC ipad by a person listed on the enrolment form.   
  
Before School Care:   $20.00 per session - 6.45am - 8.45am each school morning.  Breakfast is provided 
upon arrival with a range of supervised activities throughout the morning.   
After School Care:   $30.00 per session - 3.30pm-6.00pm each school day.  A light snack with fruit is 
provided upon arrival.  We have a variety of fun supervised indoor and outdoor activities throughout the 
afternoon. 
 
Vacation Care/ Curriculum Day:  $65.00 per session plus any excursion costs - 8.00am-6.00pm during 
school holidays and scheduled Pupil free days.  Children are to provide their own food each session.  We 
have planned activities each day, with outings on some days. 
  
Fees can be reduced by claiming Child Care Subsidy. This is determined on your household income and 
your working/studying hours. 
 
Our next Vacation Care program for the April school holidays is now completely booked out.  If you would 
like to be placed on the waiting list for any day, please let us know.    A reminder that Mildura South 
families could start booking in from the 4th March, giving South families a one week head start with priority 
bookings before the remainder of the community could book in.   
 
After School Care will commence at 2.30pm on the last day of term, remaining open until the usual time of 
6pm. 
 
The OSHC program will be closed on Monday 25th April for the Anzac Day public holiday, returning for Term 
2 on Tuesday 26th April 2022. 
 

If you would like to know more about our service, please contact us on the OSHC mobile 0408 232 143 or 
by calling the school number on 5023 2148 (option 3). 
 
To know more about our service, please contact us on the OSHC mobile 0408 232 143 or by calling the 
school number on 5023 2148 (option 3). 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Merbein Football Netball Club is inviting any boys or girls to come out and have a try at AFL Football.  We 
have room in all age groups from Auskick to Under 18’s, age groups are Under 10’s, 12’s, 13, 14’s, 16’s 
and 18’s.  Auskick starts on Thursday 21st April and minimum age requirements to play are 5 years and 
older.  The club has fantastic new facilities, schnitzel nights, accredited AFL Coaches and an inclusive 
“every gets a go attitude” to sport.   Training nights are Tuesday from 4.30-5.30pm for Under 10, 12, 13, 
14’s.   Training is on Tuesdays and Thursdays 4.30-6pm or Under 16 and U18’s, get there as early as you 
can.  Come out and get the kids exercising, having fun and socialising.  Love to see you there, find us on 
facebook. Merbein Football Netball Club 
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